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                                                                                                                                  16 December 
2022 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We are proud and pleased to support Women for Election Australia (WFEA) in their 
submission for a vibrant and impactful program, in partnership with a strong consortium, 
including Politics in Colour (PiC).  We first got to know WFEA, their founder Licia Heath, and 
her fantastic team, including PiC, over a year ago when we embarked on an ambitious 
effort to map organizations globally working to support new, representative, ethical and 
courageous leaders into politics.  Through our report ‘Better Leaders, Better Democracies: 
Mapping the organizations shaping 21st Century Politicians’ 
https://apolitical.foundation/resources-research, we mapped over 420 organizations 
working in this space.  WFEA shone from the start, as one of the most impactful and 
leading Political Leadership Incubators globally.   
 
Their strategic focus is on increasing the talent pipeline of diverse women looking to enter 
politics in Australia.  This is reflected in every choice they make as an organization.  What is 
unique, is how expertly they have crafted this ‘bridge’ into politics for women - tackling the 
mindsets, strategic and tactical barriers women face, and providing them with the 
networks, preparation and mentorship to truly make the leap. Beyond a top quality training 
program (which WFEA offers), they are distinguished globally by their scaling approaches, 
highly effective pipeline approach, and broader campaigning to close the current power 
gaps that prevent women from even entering a program such as WFEA in the first place.  
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As we have learned (through our own network of seven independent, non-partisan 
Academies), it isn’t enough to simply offer a top-notch training and preparation program 
for 35 leaders at a time.  You must do more to expand the range of offerings, and the 
screening and activation of this talent in close dialogue with political parties and 
legislatures/parliaments across the political spectrum….especially when the women 
themselves fall outside of traditional political and business networks.  WFEA does this, and 
serves as an inspiration for many of their fellow PLIs globally, who now join WFEA (as a 
Core Group Member) and ourselves in the global Political Leadership Incubator Network, 
which is made up of 53 leading PLIs from around the world. 
 
We work with other PLIs in the Australian context, who are excellent. However, we have 
found that WFEA’s approach to providing a fuller range of programming and mentorship 
options for a wider range of women, truly stands out.  WFEA actively prioritizes 
collaboration with other PLIs in the country, providing a ‘home’ and ‘space’ for women who 
might otherwise be left out of programs with smaller cohort sizes and offerings. In our 
global work, we found this to be rare.  We have been pleased that this collaborative ethos 
has also extended to their recent campaign work ‘Power like you’ve Never Seen’ (in 
collaboration with UN Women in Australia), as well as WFEA’s work to place Australian PLIs 
on the global map through the global Political Leadership Incubator Network.  I could not 
recommend a more dedicated, informed, strategic and collaborative partner to help you 
realize your goals to have more representative legislatures and parties, than WFEA.   
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  We wholeheartedly applaud 
and look forward to everything that is to come for WFEA.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Anna Miller, Deputy Director - Apolitical Academy Global + Convenor - Global Political 
Leadership Incubator Network, Apolitical Foundation: anna@apolitical.foundation  
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